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CELEBRATING OUR PARISH FEAST DAY 
 

This Sunday at 9.30am Mass, we celebrate our patronal parish feast day, two days 
earlier, which allows more parishioners to come together and celebrate as a parish and 
our patron saint. After Mass, everyone is most welcome into the Parish Hall for 
refreshments. Could I ask that those who have ordered bacon or sausage batches 
receive them first, and anyone who hasn’t ordered please wait to see what is left. 
Thank you to the ladies for all your hard work in preparing for Sunday morning’s 
festivities. Happy Feast Day to one and all!  
 
The prayers of the Sunday Mass and Antiphons will be from the Feast Day of Saint 
John Vianney, and the Lectionary Readings are for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. 
 

GIVING YOUR TIME & TALENT TO THE PARISH 
 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10). As we celebrate our Parish 
Feast Day this weekend, it is a fitting occasion to thank the many people who 
generously volunteer and work so hard in our parish. A parish depends not only on 
financial support but also on the generous gift of your time and talents. Please consider 
yourself as having an important part to play, whatever time you can give or even 
whatever your age! Every ministry and every act of service helps to build up our 
community and strengthen our mission. Please take a moment to ask yourself and 
members of your family: How can I/we help the parish? Recently, the parish has 
asked for volunteers to be part of the Parish Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, and 
Parish Gift Aid Coordinator; please consider other ways too, like Children’s Liturgy or 
a reader at Mass… the list is endless. Whether you can spare an hour a week or help 
occasionally at parish events, your contribution is valued and appreciated. If you 
would like to become involved or find out more about opportunities we have, see the 
notice board in the entrance for details or speak to Fr. Alex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

PARISH DIARY 
 

Month of August Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Sunday Year A | Parish Mass Book pg. 111  Weekday Year 2 | Psalter Week 2 

 
EIGHTEENTH 
SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

Sat 1st  6.00pm Vigil Mass of 18th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time – Jim O’Leary RIP 

Sun 2nd  9.30am Transferred Parish Feast Day Mass in 
honour of St John Vianney – Brenda Smith RIP 
Tea and Coffee after Mass in the Parish Hall 

Feria Mon 3rd No Mass 
St John Vianney 
Day of Prayer for 
Priests 

Tue 4th 9.00am Mass – Ann Lane RIP (8th Anni) 
Tea and Coffee after Mass in the Parish Hall 

Dedication of 
the Basilica of St 
Mary Major 

Wed 5th  9.00am Mass – Michael McCorry RIP 
6.30pm to 7.30pm Prayer, Scripture and Study 
Group (Parish Hall/Church) 

Feast of the 
Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

Thu 6th 9.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass – Fr Tom Kelly 
 

Feria Fri 7th 9.00am Mass – Anne Mullen RIP 
St Dominic  Sat 8th 9.00am Mass at Our Lady’s Altar –  

For the People of the Parish 
9.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Confessions until 10.00am. 

NINETEENTH 
SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

Sat 8th 6.00pm Vigil Mass – Private Intention 
Sun 9th 9.30am Sunday Mass – Jerry Dunne RIP 

Tea and Coffee after Mass in the Parish Hall 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION 
AVAILABLE SATURDAY 9.30AM TO 10.00AM AND AFTER SUNDAY MASSES, ON 
REQUEST AND BY APPOINTMENT. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
BAPTISM REQUEST FORMS ONLY AVAILABLE AFTER SUNDAY MASS. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

PARISH AND DEANERY NEWS 
 

9TH AUGUST 2026 - CONFIRMATION AND FHC 
Please pray for Lucas and Daniel South who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and make their First Holy Communion during the 9.30am Sunday Mass. 
 
DEACON GERRY O’REILLY RIP 
Deacon Gerry’s Funeral Mass will be celebrated Friday 14th August at 12 noon with the 
Reception of his Body on Thursday 13th August at 6.00pm. The Reception will be a simple 
Reception Service without Mass. The Requiem Mass will be on Friday and will be 
celebrated by Bishop Richard Walker. May Deacon Gerry rest in peace. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: PARISH VOLUNTEERS THANKSGIVING EVENING ON THURSDAY 
3RD SEPTEMBER 7.OOPM TO 8.30PM 
 
HARVINGTON HALL PILGRIMAGE: St Thomas More have spaces available on a coach 
for the Harvington Hall Pilgrimage on Sunday 6th September. Cost per person will be 
£20. Anyone wishing to book a space needs to phone 02476 411900 or can 
email stm.covty@rcaob.org.uk. 
The coach will leave around 12.15pm/12.30pm from the car park in St Thomas More. 
 
BOOKING MASSES AT SJV: Thank you for your Mass intention requests. Please 
remember that Church law allows only one Mass intention to be offered at each Mass, so 
we kindly ask that intentions are booked in advance. Mass intentions can be handed to 
Fr. Alex or placed in the grey post box as usual. If you require a specific date, please give 
as much notice as possible (weeks or months ahead) and include a contact phone number 
so we can confirm availability. We will always do our best to accommodate your request, 
but we cannot guarantee specific dates. At present, the first available Saturday Masses are 
from mid-September and Sunday Masses from mid-August. Thank you. 
 
KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IN CHURCH:  This is a polite notice to parents that if your 
child needs to go to the toilet, they must be accompanied by an adult, and please don’t 
let your child wander around the church unaccompanied during mass. 
 
FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S AREA:  The area at the back of the church, on the Parish Hall 
side, where there’s a children’s table and toys, could I ask you to be mindful that priority 
is given to parents with small children. Thank you. 
 
PARISHIONER REGISTRATION: now available electronically - 
https://forms.office.com/e/k0Q0HmFHWy 
 
TRUSTEE AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNIES IN THE DIOCESE: 
The Archdiocese of Birmingham is seeking practising Catholics with professional 
experience to serve as Trustees and committee members, particularly in safeguarding, 
property, governance, heritage and the work of Harvington Hall. For further information 
visit www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/jobs  
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2026: Taking place from Friday, September 11 to Sunday, 
September 20. This annual festival in England celebrates heritage and culture by 
offering free access to many historically significant places and events across the 
country. FRIDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2026: 10.00am gather at Godiva Statue in 
Broadgate Coventry City Centre Procession, 10.20am arrive Priory Gardens, 
Performances in Priory Gardens 11.30 finish. Lady Godiva and the Godiva Sisters 
will weave a colourful musical procession from Broadgate, by  Godiva Statue, at 
10.30am we will walk through to Priory Gardens, each wearing their traditional 
costume that make up the Godiva Family of Coventry followed by a blessing of the 
small tokens of different foods offered by each Godiva sister, representing different 
cultures and faiths, all will be shared among us. People may stay longer to chat and 
socialise if they wish and everyone is invited to bring a picnic to share if staying till 
12 noon. We really look forward to welcoming you on Friday 11th September to our 
Dame Goodyvers Daye event. 
 
GUILD OF SAINT STEPHEN ANNUAL SERVERS MASS AT ST CHAD’S CATHEDRAL 
ON SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER AT 12 NOON 
 

SUPPORTING CULTURE OF LIFE (SEE APPENDIX A) 
MARCH4LIFE 2026: Please join us in a peaceful, joyful March in London on 
Saturday 5th September – celebrating life and challenging abortion. 2 months ago 
abortion in the home, up to birth, was decriminalised. Around 1,000 unborn babies 
are legally killed every day in our country. Please join one of the few ways we can 
peacefully challenge all this – and the suffering it causes to every family. Coach 
leaves from Corpus Christi CV3 2QP at 9am, after 8.30am Mass, and returns about 
7.30pm. £20 adults, £10 children.  
 
CONTACT YOUR MP TO OPPOSE THE ASSISYED SUICIDE BILL 
The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the House of Commons and seeks to 
legalise assisted suicide. It will have its Second Reading and vote on Friday, 11 September 
2026. Please write to your MP to make your voice heard and oppose the Bill. “This bill is 
wrong in principle,” says Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the Bishops’ Conference, 
“It is also deeply flawed and, if passed, could lead to vulnerable people feeling pressured 
into ending their lives. The Bill has a serious lack of protection for health and social care 
staff and risks putting many wonderful hospices and care homes in the position of no 
longer being able to operate. I urge you to write to your Members of Parliament to petition 
them to vote against the Bill at Second Reading.” You can support the Archbishop’s call 
and contact your MP now as a matter of urgency. Even if you have already done so in the 
past, please speak up and voice your opposition. The charity Right to Life UK has a simple 
online mechanism to do this. It takes little more than a few minutes to enter your 
postcode, make sure the suggested text suits your viewpoint and submit your message to 
ask your MP to stop this flawed Bill progressing through parliament. 
 
 
 



  

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: 
John Hoban, Breda Spurgeon and Anne Mullen, Elizabeth Herlihy and Deacon 

Gerry O’Rielly. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND OF THE PARISH AND OUR FAMILIES: 
Terence Cassidy, Steve Ward, Peter Hughes, Sylvia Flynn, Laura Crowe, Jean 

Carver and Doreen Cadden. 
 

MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER: 
AUGUST 2026 - For evangelisation in the city:  Let us pray that in large cities 
often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the 
Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community. 
 

PARISH PRAYER INTENTION: 
AUGUST 2026 – For Priests: God, please give to your Church today many more 
priests after your own heart. May they be worthy representatives of Christ the Good 
Shepherd. May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer and penance; be 
examples of humility and poverty; shining models of holiness; tireless and powerful 
preachers of the Word of God; zealous dispensers of your grace in the sacraments. 
May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist and to Mary his Mother 
be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their ministry. Amen. 
 
ADSUMUS, SANCTE SPIRITUS PRAYER 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



  

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 
 

 

HIRE THE PARISH HALL 
Looking for a welcoming, versatile venue for your 
next event or regular activity? Our parish hall is 
available to hire for both one-off occasions and 
regular bookings, providing a comfortable and well-
equipped space for a wide variety of community, 
private, and family events. 
 
Our hall is ideal for meetings, community groups, 
clubs, exercise and dance classes, workshops, 
training sessions, children’s activities, coffee 
mornings, birthday parties, family celebrations, 
anniversaries, charity events, and other special 
occasions. 
 
With a fully equipped kitchen, toilet facilities, and 
on-site parking, our hall offers everything you need 
to help your event run smoothly. We welcome 
individuals, community organisations, charities, 
and local groups, and we’d be delighted to help you 
find the perfect space for your event. 
 
If you need more information and rates for hire, 
please contact Louise Cawley (Tuesday and 
Thursday 9.00am to 4.00pm) by 
email: stjohnvianney.covty@rcaob.org.uk  
or by phone: 024 7646 6332. 

 
 
 

ONGOING CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND 
 £1,000 has been raised so far. 

Our target is £5,000. 
 

 
 

PARISH EVENTS 2026 
THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER –  

PARISH VOLUNTEERS THANKSGIVING EVENING – 
7.00PM TO 8.30PM. 
FIRST THURSDAYS 

THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER – 6.00PM MASS 
FOLLOWED BY FISH AND CHIP SUPPER. 
THURSDAY 5TH NOVEMBER – 6.00PM MASS 
FOLLOWED BY LASAGNA AND SALAD. 
THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER – 6.00PM MASS 
FOLLOWED BY SANDWICHES/ SOUP - ADVENT 
MOVIE TBC. 
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