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Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham (Registered Charity Number 234216) 
 

 

 
 

Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Alex Taylor 
Deacon Rev. Mr. Andy Lansberry 

Parish Secretary & Hall Bookings Mrs. Louise Cawley 
Parish Office Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am – 4.00pm 

 

 

Telephone 02476 466332 
Email stjohnvianney.covty@rcaob.org.uk 

Website www.st-john-vianney.org.uk 
Livestream www.youtube.com/@sjvcov 

 
 

22ND MARCH – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March: Saint Joseph | Sunday Year A | Parish Mass Book pg. 170 | Weekday Year 2 | Psalter Week 1 

FIFTH SUNDAY  
OF LENT 
Passiontide 

Saturday 21st  5.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
6.00pm Vigil Mass of Sunday – Dessie Quinn RIP 

Sunday 22nd 9.00am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9.10am Morning Prayer) 
9.30am Sunday Mass – Intentions of JV 

Tea and Coffee available after Mass (Parish Hall) 
Lent Feria Monday 23rd No Mass 
Lent Feria Tuesday 24th 9.00am Holy Mass – Intentions Mary Harty 

Tea and Coffee available after Mass (Parish Hall) 
10.00am Funeral Mass for Chris Tyson 

SOLEMNITY OF THE 
ANNUNCIATION OF 
THE LORD 

Wednesday 25th 9.00am Holy Mass – Madeleine Carter RIP 
Followed by the Stations of the Cross 

Lent Feria Thursday 26th 9.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Holy Mass – David Goodall RIP 

Lent Feria 
 

Friday 27th  9.00am Holy Mass – Michael Furey’s Intentions 
9.30am Stations of the Cross 
1.30pm Funeral Mass for William McMenamin 

Lent Feria Saturday 28th 10.00am Holy Mass – Kevin Larkin’s Intentions 
10.30am – 11.00am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions 

PALM SUNDAY  
OF THE PASSION OF 
THE LORD 
Beginning of Holy Week 

Saturday 28th  5.55pm Meet outside the front entrance to church for Blessing and Procession 
6.00pm Vigil Mass of Sunday – Eddie Griffin RIP 

Sunday 29th 9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.25am Meet in the school grounds, access via car park for Blessing and Procession 
9.30am Sunday Mass - Intention of AT 

Tea and Coffee available after Mass (Parish Hall) 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING NOTICE 
 

Our Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies & procedures at 
all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Rep is Tricia Towner, who can be contacted at sg.stjohnvianney.covty@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively 
the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern. 
 
 

OFFERTORY & COLLECTIONS 
 

Offertory Collection:  08/03/2026 
Gift Aid: £103.97 Loose: £327.18 Tap&Go: £38.00  
Total: £469.15 
2nd Collection:  Cathedral Maintenance 
Gift Aid:  £50.95 Loose: £138.05 Tap&Go: £5.00  
Total: £194.00 
 

Offertory Collection: 15/03/2026 
Gift Aid: £73.00 Loose: £367.70 Tap&Go: £60.00  
Total: £500.70 
 

 

Online Giving:   
https://donate.mydona.com/st-john-vianney-
coventry or you can use the Tap&Go MyDona 
Card Machine in the porch. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
and financial support of the parish. 
 

Second Collection next weekend for  
Church & Easter Flowers 

 

 
Saint John Vianney Primary School 
Mount Nod Way, Coventry, CV5 7GX 
Headteacher Mrs. Veronica Gosling  

Telephone 02476 464088  
Website www.sjv.hccmac.co.uk 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
FOR OUR PARISH 

Both schools are part of the 
Holy Cross MAC 

 
Website www.hccmac.co.uk 

 

 
Bishop Ullathorne Catholic School 
Leasowes Ave, Coventry, CV3 6BH 

Headteacher Mrs. Sarah Boyle 
Telephone 02476 414515  

Website www.bishopullathorne.co.uk 
 



PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

For those who are sick and housebound, those in nursing homes and hospital: Terence Cassidy, Steve Ward, Peter Hughes, 
Sylvia Flynn, Mary Harty, John Hoban, Laura Crowe and Jean Carver.  
For those who have died: David Goodall, Gemma Kiely, Madeleine Carter, Anna Maria Thomas, Mary Bell, Fr Joseph Narikuzhi, 
Chris Tyson and William McMenamin. 
Parish March Prayer Intention: For our Catechumens and Candidates who are preparing for the Sacraments this Easter. That they 
may feel welcomed and valued members of our parish and be inspired to grow further in their faith, enlightened by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Pope Leo March Prayer Intention: For disarmament and peace. Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, 
particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.  
 

THIS WEEKEND: PASSIONTIDE 
At Masses for the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we will be listening to a Pastoral Letter from His Grace Archbishop Bernard. Limited copies are 
available in the porch. Alternatively, it is also available on the parish website. 
 
This Fifth Sunday also marks the beginning of the last phase of Lent, traditionally known as Passiontide. Eucharistic Preface of the Lord’s 
Passion draws us closer to the meaning of this new phase of Lent. “For through the saving Passion of your Son the whole world has 
received a heart to confess the infinite power of your majesty, since by the wondrous power of the Cross your judgement on the world is 
now revealed and the authority of Christ crucified”. The custom of veiling crosses and images in these last two weeks of Lent has much 
to commend it in terms of religious psychology, because it helps us to concentrate on the great essentials of Christ's work of Redemption. 
Crucifixes and images will remain covered until the end of the celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, and images until the 
beginning of the Easter Vigil. 
 
BERKESWELL CHOIR PRESENTS: The Crucifixion by Stainer 
Passion Sunday, 22nd March at 5.30pm. John the Baptist Church, Church Lane, Berkeswell, CV7 7BJ 
 

NEXT WEEKEND: PALM SUNDAY 
 

Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week unites the royal splendour of Christ with the proclamation of his Passion. As is custom we will 
partake in a procession at the start of Mass, to commemorate Christ’s messianic entry into Jerusalem. 
The 6.00pm Vigil Mass will begin outside the front door and on Sunday morning, weather permitting, we will begin our procession of the 
Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem in the school grounds. Please access the school via the church carpark. 
 

PARISH NEWS 
www.st-john-vianney.org.uk/parish-newsletter 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY  
I would like to thank the Pastoral Care Group (PCG), who provided daffodils on Mothering Sunday, and a special word of thanks to S. 
Camm for the truly beautiful presentation of the daffodils. 
 
KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IN CHURCH 
This is a polite notice that if your child needs to go to the toilet, they must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
FUNERALS 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of parishioners who have died recently, especially: 
Chris Tyson RIP: Funeral Mass on Tuesday 24th March at 10am, followed by Canley Crematorium cremation service at 11.30am. 
William McMenamin RIP:  Funeral Mass on Friday 27th March at 1.30pm, followed by Canley Crematorium cremation service at 
3.00pm. 
Mary Bell RIP: 6.00pm Reception of Body on Monday 6th April; Funeral Mass on Tuesday 7th April at 12.30pm, followed by Burial at 
Saint Andrew’s Cemetery at 2.00pm. 
 
VIGIL MASS READERS NEEDED 
Readers for the Liturgy of the Word are required for 6.00pm Saturday Vigil Mass. No experience necessary. Training can be provided. 
Please let Fr. Alex or Deacon Andy know if you can volunteer to read as part of the rota. 
 
PLANNED GIVING CAMPAIGN 
A big thank you to John Teahan, who has helped coordinate our parish giving campaign, as well as to everyone who has returned their 
forms and to those who have kindly offered to help in new ways. We will be in touch soon. Please continue to return forms if you have 
yet to do so. If you need help please ask. 
 
Archbishop Bernard reminds us that “The life of every parish is sustained by the generosity, commitment and prayer of the faithful. The 
resources entrusted to us are gifts given for the service of the Gospel, and it is our shared responsibility to use them wisely in building 
up the life of the Church”. Our giving campaign at SJV is not solely about your financial contribution, but perhaps most importantly, it is 
to request whether you could offer your time and talents to volunteering in your parish. Please take the material away with you and 
return it by placing it in the box in the front entrance. The types of forms available are (1) a leaflet explaining the campaign, (2) Parish 
Census and Time Talents, (3) Financial Giving by Gift Aid and Standing Order. Please consider how you can help your parish and 
return forms as soon as possible. For more information, visit the parish website: www.st-john-vianney.org.uk/planned-giving-2026. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.st-john-vianney.org.uk/planned-giving-2026


PARISH ROTA 
 

THIS WEEKEND: 5th Sunday of Lent 
 

21st March - 6.00pm Vigil Mass: 
Readers: 1st Reading, Responsorial Psalm (C Carr) 
2nd Reading, Gospel Acclamation, Bidding Prayers (T Towner) 
Stewards: (S Camm & C Farmer) 

22nd March - 9.30am Sunday Mass: 
Readers: 1st Reading, Responsorial Psalm (P Olley),  
2nd Reading, Gospel Acclamation, Bidding Prayers (A Whelan) 
Stewards: (N & C Quirke) Tea & Coffee: (Teresa & Verne). 

NEXT WEEKEND: Palm Sunday 
 

28th March - 6.00pm Vigil Mass: 
Readers: 1st Reading, Responsorial Psalm (T Towner),  
2nd Reading, Gospel Acclamation, Bidding Prayers (M Sandy) 
Stewards: (S Allen & C Clay) 

29th March - 9.30am Sunday Mass: 
Readers: 1st Reading, Responsorial Psalm (A Cawley) 
2nd Reading, Gospel Acclamation, Bidding Prayers (A Whelan) 
Stewards: (M Flynn & A Whelan) Tea & Coffee: (Louise). 
 

PARISH EVENTS 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

6.00PM MASS, SATURDAY 18TH APRIL 2026 
 

At the start of Mass, the children will go into the Parish Hall for 
their own Liturgy of the Word and return to the Church for the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
This is for children who have not yet made their First Holy 
Communion. Parents with young children or babies please 
accompany your child. 

BEAUSALE AND BEYOND 
 

SATURDAY 18TH APRIL AT 2.00PM 
SJV PARISH HALL 

 

Another superb presentation by the Birdman Philip Smith, and 
Wildlife locally and in Namibia Show, tea, coffee and cake £5.00 
donation all proceeds to go to Myton Hospice Warwick. Tickets on 
sale soon. Only 60 available. 
 

 

COVENTRY WEST MISSION EVENTS 
Saint John Vianney, Our Lady of Assumption, All Souls, St Thomas More and St Joseph the Worker 

 

THE PASSION FILM 
 

Monday 30th March at 7.00pm in the MRR at STM. 
Please do come and watch as a preparation for the start of Holy 
Week. The film depicts the last twelve hours in the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth, on the day of his crucifixion in Jerusalem. 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE 
 

Tuesday 31st March at 7.00pm in STM. 
During this service, there will be several priests available for 
Confession, so please do come along. Confession is a celebration 
of God’s mercy. If it has been a while, don’t be afraid, the priests 
will guide you through it all. 

 
LENT CLUSTER DEVOTIONS 

 

will conclude on Wednesday and will take place at St Thomas 
More from 7.00pm. This week, there will be meditations on the 
SLven Wast words from the Cross.  

LETTER TO THE HEBREWS  
& THE SAVING WORK OF CHRIST 

  

Saturday 25th April 2.30pm to 4.15pm at All Souls 
The Letter to the Hebrews is one of the most complex books of 
the New Testament… et, at its heart it has a simple and 
encouraging message. Fr. Richard Ounsworth OP, Parish Priest 
of Holy Cross Priory Leicester and lecturer at Blackfriars, Oxford. 

 
DIOCESAN EVENTS 

 

2026 WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 
 

Saturday 9th May 2026 
Principal Celebrant Canon Jonathan Veasey, VG 

1.30pm Mass in Chapel of Reconciliation 
3.00pm Procession to the Priory Grounds 

4.00pm Prayer at the site of the Holy House 
For more information email: olas.stourbridge@rcaob.org.uk 

WE BELIEVE FESTIVAL 
 

Friday 24 - Monday 27 July 2026 
Takes place at St. Mary’s College Oscott, the diocesan seminary. 
It’s an unmissable opportunity to discover the traditions and 
charisms that flow through the Church, to grow in authentic 
community, and to encounter the transforming love of God. 
To find out more: www.webelievefestival.com 

 
THANKSGIVIG MASS FOR MARRIAGE 

 

12 Noon on Saturday 2nd May 2026 at St. Chad’s Cathedral 
An invitation is extended to married couples, those celebrating a 
milestone anniversary and those preparing to marry this year, 
Mass followed by light refreshments. For more information, and to 
register your attendance: www.vocations.org.uk/marriage-mass. 

Various Diocesan jobs and work experience available: 
 

www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL? 
 

If you or a relative is going or in into hospital, please be sure to 
tell the ward staff you are a Catholic and would like to see the 
Catholic Chaplain. 

MARRIAGE SUPPORT 
 

From relationships that are 'Just in a Rut', needing some 
refreshment or more serious issues - If you are open to try again, 
Retrouvaille could be the solution. We have helped thousands of 
couples get their relationship back on track as they rediscovered 
hope and trust in the marriage. To find out 
more: www.retrouvaille.org.uk  +44 797 338 0443 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vocations.org.uk%2Fmarriage-mass&data=05%7C02%7Cfr.alex.taylor%40rcaob.org.uk%7C9b0825cfe7294ae4754508de64bf84e6%7Cf594e61c4546432cb248cacae233b935%7C0%7C0%7C639058971582192148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DCqGcD4rrCzlmeR3Gu9DZuyY3g4%2FzW5Pkmfx6chc5jI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevfb0.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeG13EXWi0SeMUWeekkpM%2FRTnwXtv0i7kp&data=05%7C02%7Cstjohnvianney.covty%40rcaob.org.uk%7C22c032c629a64abac3b008de81efb27f%7Cf594e61c4546432cb248cacae233b935%7C0%7C0%7C639091063665485731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=khb8VRGYNSxDIL4sZzB04E%2FuEcw0cZNwtqHsgrFlZXE%3D&reserved=0
tel:07973380443


PRESS RELEASE  
FROM THE BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

(Source: Website of Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales) 
 

Bishop Jim Curry, Lead Bishop for the Holy Land for the Bishops’ Conference, has spoken about the ongoing war in Iran, calling for the 
protection of the innocent and urging all parties to keep the door open to peace. 
Speaking as a contributor taking part in a special episode of the ‘Middle East Analysis’ podcast series that features Dr Harry Hagopian, 
our former consultant on the Middle East North Africa Region, Bishop Curry amplified calls from Church leaders across the world for 
peace, reminding listeners that Pope Leo is “encouraging us to use our prayer to raise our voice against acts of inhumanity that to draw 
away from the dignity of every human person.” 
Reflecting on the complexity of the current geopolitical status of the region, Bishop Curry called to mind the innocent victims who are 
inevitably trapped and left in a position of powerlessness. “In the fog of war, it’s difficult to know what’s true… we’re struggling to 
understand what’s going on. But the reality is the suffering of innocent people.” 
Bishop Curry went on to explain that there is a misplaced concern for power over the sanctity of life. “Iran is a country of 90 million people 
and notwithstanding the concerns we all have are about how Iran is run and its influence in the region, I think we have to look to see how 
are the innocent being protected. I was very struck by the words of Cardinal Parolin, the Vatican Secretary of State, who criticised the 
US and Israeli strikes as undermining international law, saying that ‘might’ has replaced ‘justice’.” Despite the fact that the conflict in Iran 
began relatively recently, Bishop Curry reminded us that peace is not automatic, and it is important to be prepared for the work that will 
be demanded of peacemakers after the war has ended. “The wounds that will be inflicted by this conflict will exacerbate the wounds that 
already exist in the region – the mistrust that already exists. So when this war ends, and it will end as all wars end, there has to be a 
rebuilding of civic structures. There has to be a rebuilding of trust among peoples.” 
Bishop Curry emphasises that this work is not just for those in the region: “Everybody has to keep the door open to reconciliation, to 
understanding the other, because the war will end and we will have to rebuild. I say ‘we’ because the international community who have 
been partakers of this war in different ways – reluctantly some, wholeheartedly others – will have to play their part in helping rebuild trust.” 
This is a role we can all play through respectful conversations, encounter and dialogue, beginning in our own communities through to the 
level of international law and peacebuilding. In his closing remarks, Bishop Curry reminds us of our Christian calling to be peacemakers. 
“Peace is ‘active’ – it’s not the absence of war. Peace is promoting dialogue. Peace is getting to know the other. Peace is always seeking 
the good of the other. That is always the vocation of the Christian in any circumstance.” 
 
 

 

HOLY WEEK AT SAINT JOHN VIANNEY 
 

28TH MARCH – PALM SUNDAY 
6.00pm Saturday Vigil 

Meet outside the front door at 5.55pm for the blessing of palms and procession into church. 
29TH MARCH – PALM SUNDAY 

9.30am Sunday Mass 
Meet in school grounds at 9.25am, access only via church carpark for the blessing of palms and procession into church. 

 

30th March – Monday of Holy Week 
No Mass 

31st March – Tuesday of Holy Week 
11.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

12 Noon Holy Mass 
7.00pm Coventry West Mission Group – Confessions at St Thomas More 

1st April – Wednesday of Holy Week 
8.30am Holy Mass 

11.30am Chrism Mass at St Chad’s Cathedral 
 

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
 

2ND APRIL – HOLY THURSDAY 
7.30pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Followed by Watching at the Altar of Repose until Midnight (Parish Hall) 
11.45pm Night Prayer 

 

3RD APRIL – GOOD FRIDAY 
10.00am – Morning Prayer & Office of Readings 

3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
6.00pm Stations of the Cross 

 

4TH APRIL – HOLY SATURDAY 
10.00am Morning Prayer & Office of Readings 

8.00pm Easter Vigil 
 

5TH APRIL – SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
9.10am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Easter Sunday Mass with FHC and Confirmation 
 


